Dear Twitter Team,

My name is Keith Etheredge. I am a senior level mechanical engineering student with the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team. Our organization's goal is to finance, design, build, and race a solar powered vehicle in different events worldwide. We have recently returned from competing in the 2009 Formula Sun Grand Prix (abbreviated FSGP '09) at the Texas Motorsport Ranch. While we were there, your service played a vital role in keeping our friends and families up to date on the competition. The team raced our current car, Gato Del Sol III and took second place in a field of 11 entrants. We are currently completing designs for our next new car, Gato Del Sol IV. 

We are actively looking for sponsors for our team to help raise our $200,000 budget. Sponsorship donations are tax deductible, and ensure advertising logo space on our car and trailer, which travel with us to several events year round from car shows, to local community demonstrations, to cross-country races. Sponsorship can take several forms, including purchasing essential components like a motor or wheels for the team or donating raw materials for construction and assembly of the car itself.

We at the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team feel that Twitter is an excellent choice to sponsor our team. Many Solar Car teams, including Kentucky, have a team twitter account (account name: UKSolarCar). As I stated earlier, we used twitter updates to keep our followers up to date on the car's progress during our race. Your fantastic service allowed us to be the internet equivalent of broadcasting our race on the radio, minus all the commercials. We enjoyed the instant feedback we got from our friends, as well as public nods of approval from other teams posting to our twitter account. We would be honored if you could sponsor us, and help us to build our next car. We look forward to speaking further with you about this opportunity.

More information about the team, including details from our FSGP '09 trip and a segment of our recently filmed team documentary, can be found on our website at www.uksolarcar.com. 
We also have several videos of our team on YouTube at www.youtube.com/uksolarcar

Thank you for your consideration.
The University of Kentucky Solar Car Team is currently building our 4th car, Gato del Sol IV.  We are looking for the latest technologically advanced Lithium Polymer batteries for our car.  Please email or call me if any of your batteries would be a possibility for our car.
We would be interested in any sponsorship opportunities you offer.  We have had experience working with sponsors from all over the USA.  As a sponsor of our batteries, your name would be displayed all over the state of Kentucky, and across the US and Australia during the solar car races.  Please visit www.uksolarcar.com for information about our team and past cars.

Dear Sirs, 

My name is Brent White and I am a member of the UK Solar Car team.  As students, we design and build from scratch a street legal, solar powered car.  Our team just got back from the 2009 Formula Sun Grand Prix, where we placed 2nd out of 11 teams.  This is a huge step for our team and we are looking to keep this momentum going through the remainder of 2009 as we build a new car and prepare for the 2010 North American Solar Challenge.   

We are currently looking for partners to help us build our new car, Gato del Sol IV.  It will be more efficient, safer, and faster than ever before and is the next step in meeting our goal of winning a solar car race.  The car will have a familiar architecture to us, to ensure race reliability that has given us our recent success.  We are searching for an individual or company that would provide a Tritium motor controller for this new car.  The motor controller is one of the most important parts of our electrical system and the cost is estimated to be $5,000.  We expect to purchase two. 

By partnering with the UK Solar Car team you will be supporting: 

Sustainability:  In many aspects by supporting the UK Solar Car team you are encouraging sustainable resources.  We design and build our car entirely in Lexington with only UK undergraduate and graduate students.  Your support will help local students have a complete product development experience here in Lexington.  Your money stays in the Bluegrass Region as we fabricate our car on campus and maximize the use of local supplies.   

Environment:  Our car is powered only by the Sun’s renewable energy.  It has no emissions so the air everyone breathes stays clean.  Our advanced research is helping automobiles of the future.  We are leaders in the implementation of solar technology to street legal cars.  Through our demand for the most efficient, lightweight, and affordable solar cells, we are helping the feasibility of solar technology for personal living and transportation.   

Education:  In addition to supporting post-secondary education and research, we provide inspiration to elementary and middle school science classes throughout Kentucky.  We have had classrooms of students come to our garage to see our car and learn about solar power.  We have recently visited four Kentucky high schools and presented for thousands of students at the Fayette County Science fair.   

Your commitment to all these initiatives will be shown to the public through our website, media coverage, and your logo on our car.  Our car is driven around the Bluegrass Region for testing and will be shown in July 2009 at the Keenland Concours d’Elegance.  Also, we share a listing of résumés to provide access to leading engineers and students. At the right level of support, we can provide access to UK events and recognition as a top supporter of the College of Engineering and the whole university.   

We look forward to partnering with you as we become a premier team in solar car racing and a champion of energy-efficient transportation. 

Sincerely, 

1. Pick a person or company that you would like to sponsor us
2. Make sure they are not "red" on the attached "Possible Sponsors" list (in black on the list is ok)
3. If possible, find the website of the company and learn a little bit about what they do, and how they do it
4. Figure out how to contact the company. Try "Contact Us" if you can't find anything else.
5. Send them a short, concise message telling them what we want (see attached "insight_com")

Example:
1. I saw a commercial for Insight Communications. I'm using their internet as I send this.
2. They are not listed in "red" on the attached "Possible Sponsors" list
3. I visited http://www.insightcom.com/ and clicked on "Our Values"
4. I contacted Insight through their "Contact Us" form (http://www.insightcom.com/ziplookup.asp?destination=/contact.asp)
5. I sent them a message that said we like their products, we have similar values, and I think they should sponsor us. 

Other tips:
- My letter isn't perfect, so if you have any improvements, go for it.
- If you find a phone number, it is better to talk to a real person than to just send a message.
- Companies are more likely to respond to specific requests for materials or services than for money.
- If you need any help, contact me

Hi,

I am a member of the University of Kentucky's Solar Car Team. This past summer, we competed in the 2008 North American Solar Challenge, placing 11th of 15 teams from across the US and the world. In this 2400 mile race, teams build a street-legal car from scratch that runs solely on solar power.

I think the goals of our team align well with Insight's values. We are college students who share your commitment to innovation and a passion for creating a brighter future. Many of us are InsightBB customers who use our high-speed internet to communicate with teams all over the world and research the latest energy-efficient technologies.

We would love have Insight Communications join our team of sponsors as we race toward a cleaner, greener future.

With whom should I speak to share more about the opportunity to sponsor our team?

Best regards,

