Dear Mr., Mrs., Sir, Maam
My name is [name], a [grade level] [major] student with the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team. Our organization's goal is to finance, design, build, and race a solar powered vehicle in different events worldwide. We have recently returned from competing in the 2009 Formula Sun Grand Prix, taking second place in a field of 11 entrants. This is a huge step for our team and we are looking to maintain this momentum through the remainder of 2009 as we build our new car and prepare for the 2010 North American Solar Challenge.  

To help us build our new car, Gato del Sol IV, we are currently looking for the donation of [what will be donated?  Cash(sponsorship), services, equipment, materials…]  or [the donation of many things, including essential components like a motor or raw materials for construction and assembly of the car itself]. Gato IV will be more efficient, safer, and faster than ever before and is the next step in meeting our goal of winning the 2010 North American Solar Challenge.  Sponsorship donations are tax deductible, and can include advertising space on our car and trailer.  Promotion by the team will get your name out at events ranging from car shows, to local community demonstrations, to cross-country races. 
[suck up paragraph]
I believe that a partnership between the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team and [company name] would be perfect.  [a sentence of how their values or company goals match ours].  We would be proud to call [company name] a sponsor.  I hope that you will consider showing your support for the educational community with a gracious sponsorship [of….if it is applicable].
More information about the team, including details from our FSGP '09 trip and a recently filmed team documentary, can be found on our website at www.uksolarcar.com.
We look forward to partnering with you as we become a premier team in solar car racing and a champion of energy-efficient transportation. 

[name]
[major, or level, or position on team]
[email]
[phone]
