Dear Mr., Mrs., Sir, Maam
My name is [name], a [grade level] [major] student with the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team. Our organization's goal is to finance, design, build, and race a solar powered vehicle in different events worldwide. We have recently returned from competing in the 2009 Formula Sun Grand Prix, taking second place in a field of 11 entrants. This is a huge step for our team and we are looking to maintain this momentum through the remainder of 2009 as we build our new car and prepare for the 2010 North American Solar Challenge.  

To help us build our new car, Gato del Sol IV, we are currently looking for the donation of [what will be donated?  Cash(sponsorship), services, equipment, materials…]  or [the donation of many things, including essential components like a motor or raw materials for construction and assembly of the car itself]. Gato IV will be more efficient, safer, and faster than ever before and is the next step in meeting our goal of winning the 2010 North American Solar Challenge.  Sponsorship donations are tax deductible, and can include advertising space on our car and trailer.  Promotion by the team will get your name out at events ranging from car shows, to local community demonstrations, to cross-country races. 
By partnering with the UK Solar Car, team you will be supporting:
[Sustainability better for local companies]
Sustainability:  In many aspects, by supporting the UK Solar Car team you are encouraging sustainable resources.  We design and build our car entirely in Lexington with only UK undergraduate and graduate students.  Your support will help local students have a complete product development experience here in Lexington.  Your money stays in the Bluegrass Region as we fabricate our car on campus and maximize the use of local supplies.  
Environment:  Our car is powered only by the Sun’s renewable energy.  It has no emissions so the air everyone breathes stays clean.  Our advanced research is helping automobiles of the future.  We are leaders in the implementation of solar technology to street legal cars.  Through our demand for the most efficient, lightweight, and affordable solar technology, we are advancing solar power for personal living and transportation.  
Education:  In addition to supporting post-secondary education and research, we provide inspiration to K-12 students throughout Kentucky.  We have had classrooms of students come to our garage to see our car and learn about solar power.  Over the past year, we visited five Kentucky high schools, a new public library and presented to thousands of students at the Fayette County Science Fair.
[suck up paragraph]
Example from Keith: We at the University of Kentucky Solar Car Team feel that Hillerich & Bradsby Co. is an excellent candidate for sponsorship because of its commitment to fine craftsmanship. This commitment has earned the respect of the national sporting community over the last 120 years. While the UK solar car team is only celebrating its 10th year, we have continually improved our ability to compete with top teams by sharing this commitment to quality, craftsmanship and doing the job right. With the Louisville Slugger brand, Hillerich & Bradsby Co. uniquely and proudly represents the city of Louisville and the state of Kentucky to the world. We work hard to represent the people of Kentucky as innovators in green technology and responsible, renewable, energy use. We ask that you join us in representing Kentucky to the world by sponsoring our organization. We look forward to speaking further with you about this opportunity.
Example from Brent: Company’s name commitment to all these initiatives will be shown to the public through our website, media coverage, and your logo on our car.  Our car is driven around the Bluegrass Region for testing and is shown at many public events in Kentucky.  Also, we share a listing of our members’ résumés to provide you with access to leading engineers and students. At the right level of support, we can provide access to UK events and recognition as a top supporter of the College of Engineering and the whole university.  
More information about the team, including details from our FSGP '09 trip and a recently filmed team documentary, can be found on our website at www.uksolarcar.com.
 
We also have several videos of our team on YouTube at www.youtube.com/uksolarcar.

We look forward to partnering with you as we become a premier team in solar car racing and a champion of energy-efficient transportation. 

[name]
[major, or level, or position on team]
[email]
[phone]
